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A VIBRANT MUSEUM
At the end of my first full year as President of this 
internationally renowned museum, the vibrancy of 
its programs, rigor of its research and diversity of its 
collections continue to surprise and delight me. 

Some of the exhibition highlights and successes of the 
past year include Alexander the Great: 2000 years 
of treasures, the Menagerie exhibit of contemporary 
Indigenous sculpture in our newly refurbished Indigenous 
Australians gallery, the internationally acclaimed Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year, and our touring exhibitions 
showing in cities and regional galleries around the country.

With the establishment of Life Long Learning, a new 
branch within the Science & Learning Division, the 
Museum now acknowledges that education for all  
is a cornerstone of its role, from pre-schoolers through  
to senior high school, postgraduate students and 
‘students’ of all ages.

Every member of staff contributes to the quality of what 
the Australian Museum has on offer. I commend staff,  
in all their diverse roles, for their commitment to the 
future of the Museum. 

Director Frank Howarth will want to join me in thanking 
staff, Australian Museum Members, volunteers, chairmen 
and trustees of the Australian Museum Foundation and 
the Lizard Island Reef Research Station Foundation,  
and the Board of Trustees of the Australian Museum. 

CATHERINE LIVINGSTONE AO
PRESIDENT 
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM TRUST
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REPORT

front cover: A taxidermied 
Koala from the Museum 
collection keeps silent watch  
in the DNA laboratory.  
Photo by Stuart Humphreys.
 

from left: 1 The Museum 
experienced record visitation in 
2012–13. Photo by Carl Bento. 

2 The Australian Centre for 
Wildlife Genomics establishes 
the Museum as an Australian 
leader in wildlife genetics 
research. Photo by Stuart 
Humphreys.

3 Alexander the Great: 2000  
years of treasures drove 
record attendance and 
raised the Museum’s profile 
internationally.  
Photo by Carl Bento.
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NATURE
■ Research scientists and science technical 

staff completed the second, marine, 
stage of the Museum’s expedition 
to Timor-Leste – one of the largest 
biological surveys undertaken by the 
Museum. The results will provide  
a basis for the design of a protected 
area network in Timor-Leste.

■ The Koala Genome Project was 
launched with consortium partner 
QUT in April 2013. It is one of the first 
Australian-led projects to sequence  
a mammalian genome, and the results 
will be crucial  for Koala conservation.

■ The Rapid Digitisation Project and 
Virtual Volunteer Portal have resulted  
in the creation of 142,000 digital 
images, the transcription of 31,500 
items (labels, notes and archival 
material) from hardcopy, and the 
importation of 41,500 records to our 
database, making vast amounts of data 
accessible to stakeholders.

■ Museum scientists, Senior Fellows and 
Research Associates described more 
than 160 new species in 2012–13, 
including 73 marine invertebrates,  
53 insects, 19 snails and 10 fishes. 

■ The Australian Museum Science Festival 
(formerly Science in the City) in August 
2012 saw more than 5000 students 
participate in 212 workshops.  

Science on Saturday, open to the 
general public, attracted more than 
1800 people, while another 1100 
students attended regional events. 

■ Streamwatch, a citizen science initiative 
promoting the importance of water 
quality in ecosystems, has more than 
50 community groups monitoring 
water quality and providing data for 
catchment management purposes. 

CULTURE
■ Alexander the Great: 2000 years of 

treasures was the first time the State 
Hermitage (St Petersburg) allowed such 
a significant part of its collection to visit 
Australia, and it contributed to a new 
high in visitor numbers for the Museum. 

■ In January, the Hon. George Souris, 
Minister for the Arts, opened the 
Menagerie exhibit of contemporary 
Indigenous sculpture in the newly 
refurbished Indigenous Australians 
gallery.

■ The Australian Museum Foundation 
disbursed grants totalling $626,166 
to the Museum for projects including 
the Timor-Leste expedition, the Pacific 
Youth Reconnection Project, ‘ghost net’ 
sculptures from Erub (Darnley Island in 
Torres Strait) and several other projects. 

■ The Museum reached thousands of 
people by participating in major Pacific 

community events across Sydney, 
including Waitangi Day (February, 
Merrylands), Fiji Independence Day 
(October, Lidcombe) and the Pacific 
Unity Festival (November, Lidcombe).

DISCOVER
■ The Museum received 438,454 visitors 

in 2012–13, the highest visitation since 
the introduction of admission charges 
in the early 1990s.

■ Two new grant-funded Indigenous 
cadetships have been established  
in the Museum’s Cultural Collections, 
part of an initiative to boost Indigenous 
employment.

■ Jurassic Lounge, an after-hours program 
showcasing emerging artists, attracted 
an audience of 19,562 people in two 
ten-week seasons to experience music, 
science presentations, galleries, displays, 
live animals, burlesque acts and Winny 
the Muttaburrasaurus puppet.

■ The 2012 Australian Museum Eureka 
Prizes recognised excellence in science 
with 18 prizes in four categories: 
Research & Innovation, Leadership  
& Commercialisation, School Science, 
and Science Communication & 
Journalism. The Awards dinner was 
attended by 700 guests, and publicity 
reached an estimated global audience 
of 12.5 million. 

4 Dancers in traditional 
costume inspect the Museum’s 
stand at Fiji Independence 
Day, October 2012. Photo by 
Yvonne Carrillo-Huffman. 

5 The results of a biological 
survey to Timor-Leste 
will provide a basis for 
conservation planning  
in this developing nation. 
Photo by Jim Lowry. 

6 Jurassic Lounge attracted  
a young adult audience 
for an after-hours Museum 
experience. Photo by 
Diabolique Photography.
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A YEAR OF CHANGE
The Museum has had a very positive year, with  
some outstanding achievements on top of a major 
organisation review. 

We continue to make significant impact through 
social justice and inclusion with a dedicated, grant-
funded youth worker appointed to the Pacific Youth 
Reconnection Project to work collaboratively with  
juvenile justice centres; two new grant-funded  
Indigenous cadetships working in the Museum’s Cultural 
Collections; and reduced fees and charges across a range 
of activities for economically disadvantaged schools. 

Of our other achievements during one of the Museum’s 
best years ever, the positive impact of Alexander 
the Great on our image and brand should not be 
underestimated. It drove our record attendance but  
also raised the Museum’s profile internationally as  
a major cultural player with capacity to deliver a new  
and more diverse program to all our stakeholders.

Succeeding in a climate of reducing government funding 
is a reality we must manage. We will ensure it drives 
innovation as we continue to work on our e-programs  
and interactions and develop revenue-raising initiatives. 

These themes contribute to the New Museum Project, 
for which we now have a comprehensive business case. 
It includes developing the Museum site, but also aims to 
expand digital literacy across the Museum to participate 
in and effectively utilise the digital revolution – in our 
management, marketing, exhibitions, collection access 
and outreach.

FRANK HOWARTH PSM
DIRECTOR 
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM

DIRECTOR’S  
REPORT

Eureka prizes 
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scientists
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from left: 1 Dr Marie-Liesse 
Asselin-Labat, winner of the 
2012 Macquarie University 
Eureka Prize for Outstanding 
Young Researcher. Photo  
by Daniel O’Doherty.  

2 The Australian Museum 
Science Festival showcased 
leading science organisations 
to more than 5000 students 
and 1800 general visitors. 
Photo by Carl Bento.  

3 Artists from Darnley 
Island pose with sculptures 
commissioned by the Museum 
and made from abandoned 
fishing nets (‘ghost nets’).  
 

Photo by Louisa Anson, 
courtesy Erub Erwer Meta  
art centre. 
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